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Sen. Osten, Rep. Walker, Sen. Berthel, Rep. Nuccio, Sen. Lesser, Rep. Gilchrest, Sen. Somers, 

Rep. Bolinsky and Members of the Human Services Subcommittee, thank you for the 

opportunity to provide testimony on:  

 

HB 6659 – An Act Concerning the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2025, 

and Making Appropriations Therefor 

 

I applaud the General Assembly’s leadership and work in passing a significant expansion of 

funding and accessibility to mental health care for children during the 2022 session. The 

extraordinary needs of our youth have elevated the need for additional staffing and resources to 

support the complex nature of the issues facing them and their families. As such, I respectfully 

urge the committee to consider increasing resources to Youth Service Bureaus (YSBs) and 

Juvenile Review Boards (JRBs) in priority school districts to best serve the needs of youth.  

 

YSBs and JRBs are responsible for coordinating care for our highest-need young people, including 

justice-involved youth, DCF-involved youth, and chronically absent or truant youth, who often 

have limited connectivity to their educational institutions. In order to ensure that they are 

connected to the treatment, trauma-informed care, and restorative supports that they need, it is 

necessary to adequately fund those entities responsible for care coordination.  

 

Youth Service Bureaus are agency operated directly by one or more municipalities, responsible 

for the planning, evaluation, coordination, and implementation of a network of resources and 

opportunities for children, youth, and their families. Youth Service Bureaus were established to 

address issues facing youth including crime, family crisis and substance abuse. However, when 

the state transferred responsibility from DCF to YSBs for responding to truancy, resources did not 

follow that transfer of responsibility. An additional appropriation of $6.18 million would enable 

YSBs to increase staffing and support in the areas of mental health, case management, program 

services and increase capacity.  

 

Juvenile Review Boards (JRB), which are diversionary and prevention programs for juvenile 

offenders, also play a vitally important role in coordinating resources and opportunities for 

children, youth and their families. Evidence shows that early interventions are effective in reducing 

and preventing further offenses. Adequately resourcing JRB’s could make a tremendous difference 

in responding to juvenile crime in a productive, effective way that addresses the root of the 

problem. An additional investment of $5 million would go a long way toward meeting the needs 

of justice involved youth.  
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony before you today and for your attention to 

these important matters for our state’s children. I would be happy to answer any questions.  


